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New Delhi: The Delhi govern-
ment has issued directions to
all 11 deputy commissioners to
carry out surprise checks and
regular inspections in their re-
spective areas to crack down on
open burning of waste, includ-
ing leaves and plastic.

Environment minister
Asim Ahmed Khan said simi-
lar directions had earlier been
given to the three municipal
corporations of Delhi, New
Delhi Municipal Council,
PWD, CPWD, DDA, Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee
(DPCC), and Delhi Parks and
Garden Society.

DPCC constituted teams a
few days ago which have al-
ready carried out inspections
at 207 locations. The depart-
ment has forwarded a list of
sensitive locations to the three
corporations and Delhi Police. 

National Green Tribunal
has identified open burning of
waste as one of the three main
reasons for rising air pollution
in Delhi and is expected to is-
sue orders to curb it later this
week. While it is already un-

lawful to burn waste in Delhi,
authorities were never able to
enforce the ban.

Sources said the environ-
ment department is finalizing
aseries of measures to discour-
age open burning, including
penalty for defaulters. DPCC
has issued a WhatsApp help-
line number— 9717593574— on
which complaints can be made.
The department has also start-
ed a Facebook page. The com-
plaints received here will be
sent to the local bodies and Del-
hi Police for action.

The minister also an-
nounced that an extensive
campaign will be started
across Delhi to make residents
aware of the harmful effects of
burning of garbage, leaves and
plastic in the open. As part of
this campaign, the environ-
ment department has directed
the corporations, NDMC, DDA
and other agencies to put up
hoardings near parks display-
ing helpline numbers and
highlighting the harmful ef-
fects of open burning of gar-
bage. It will be carrying out
similar campaigns on radio
and social media.

Finalizing Checks; NGT To Issue Orders Soon

US Embassy data calculated as per Indian 
standards by SAFAR@MoES-IITM-IMD

Kolkata 63 Good

Mumbai 57 Good

Source: SAFAR@MoES-IITM-IMD (10 stations)

Delhi 177 Moderate

Tomorrow 142 Moderate

Pune 75 Good

Tomorrow 81 Good

PM2.5AIR QUALITY INDEX

POLLUTION 
TERROR

Based on 1 Station Data Per City at 4pm

Your search to find someone 
to blame for Delhi’s 

pollution stops at YOU

Govt cracks whip on
open waste burning 
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New Delhi: When we read
about Delhi being the most
polluted city in the world,
many of us are horrified. We
worry about the damage be-
ing done by pollutants to our
children’s health—if it can
ever be undone. Well, the
United States has managed
to do just that.

A study published in the
New England Journal of
Medicine shows how govern-
ment action to curb pollution
in Southern California 
from 1994 to 2011 has helped
improve children’s lung
function.

The researchers tracked
lung function of children
from public schools in five
most polluted locations in
Southern California—Long
Beach, Mira Loma, River-
side, San Dimas and Upland.
They took repeated measure-
ments of the children’s abili-
ty to breathe as they grew
from the age of 11 to 15 years.

The results show that, as
air quality improved, the
number of children with ab-
normally low lung function
fell by over 4%—from 7.9%
(1994-1998) to 6.3% (1997-2001)
and 3.6% (2007-2011). The
lung growth of the subjects
got better by over 10% during
the study period.

“Till date, we only conjec-
tured that pollution impacts
lung function of healthy peo-
ple. This study provides
clinching evidence. But, on
the brighter side, it gives us
hope that the crisis can be
overcome by adopting strin-
gent measures,” said Dr

ardous, but average presence
of such pollutants in Delhi is
150-200 micrograms,” said Dr
Sundeep Salvi, director of
the Pune-based Chest Re-
search Foundation.

The number of motor ve-
hicles in India, a major con-
tributor to air pollution, has
gone up from 37.2 million in
1997 to over 100 million. “Na-
tional Green Tribunal’s or-
der banning all diesel-run ve-
hicles older than 10 years in
Delhi is a welcome step. The
government should ensure

100% enforcement of the or-
der and immediate steps
should be taken to improve
public transport,” said a se-
nior doctor at All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences. 

He added that cases of
chronic bronchitis, aller-
gies, persistent cough and in-
flammation of airways have
gone up in the last few years.
“People who smoke are at a
double risk. Many smoker-
s—aged 25-30 years—who
come to us have the lung
function of a 70-year-old,”
the doctor said.

—still the world’s most strin-
gent. It adopted the first coor-
dinated air pollution control
programme. Their vehicles
are well-maintained and best
quality fuel is used... In Cali-
fornia, even 40 micrograms
of particulate matter per cu-
bic metre is considered haz-

Arup Basu, chest specialist
at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.
Southern California faced
acute crisis on account of air
pollution in the 1980s, thanks
to a large motor vehicles feet
and industries.

“The local government
came up with strong laws-

Improve air to better kids’ lung function

In Mira Loma, one of 
the areas covered, the 
highest levels of par-
ticulate matter declined 
from 31.5 microgram 

per cubic metre to 
17.8 microgram per 
cubic metre—a 43% 
reduction

As pollution 
declined, 
percent-
age of 
children with poor 
lung function (less 
than 80% of lung ca-
pacity) dropped from 
7.9% in mid-1990s to 
3.6% in 2011

AMERICA SHOWS THE WAY
A study conducted in Southern California establishes 
the link between air quality and lung function of children

STUDY PERIOD | 1994-1998, 1997-2001, 2007-2011 

NO. OF PARTICIPANTS | 2,120 (children who were 11-year-
old at the beginning of the study and 15 years at the end) 

TESTS DONE | Lung function tests to assess 
improvement or deterioration

Southern California     

New trading system 
imposes an annual limit 
on amount of 
sulphur dioxide 
& oxides of 
nitrogen that 
industrial units 
could emit

Extensive use of 
clean fuels

Rapid 
introduc-
tion of clean 
vehicles

Cutting down on 
emission from 

all sources

Reduction in 
vehicle miles 

and trips taken

Findings

Significant decline 
in levels of PM2.5 
and nitrogen 
dioxide in air. 
Changes in 
PM10 and 
ozone lev-
els modest 

Steps taken by administration

YOUR LUNGS FILTER

10,000 litres of air 
every day| Oxygen—420 
litres, carbon 
dioxide—350 litres

10,000 litres of 
blood every day

COMMON ILLNESSES

Children| Poor lung 
growth, respiratory 
tract infections, asthma
Adults, elderly| Asthma, 
respiratory tract 
infection, lung cancer
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